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The Beginning
The first week of school is a special time in your child’s life.  Your child will interact in a new environment filled with new and old friends, activities and exciting learning adventures.  The greatest gift you can give to your child at this time is your loving support and understanding.  
Entering School
When your child comes into the school building they will go directly to their classrooms.  Kindergarten teachers will be down the hallway waiting, by their classroom doors, ready to greet your child!  
School Times
School starts at 8:00 and ends at 3:16.  Please do not arrive before 7:30, as the doors to the building are locked.  
Breakfast
Your child has an option of eating breakfast at home or enjoying a FREE breakfast at school.  We’ll begin by going to breakfast together at 8:00 to get them familiar with the routine.  When the students are comfortable (about 1-2 weeks after the start of the school year) they have the option of going to breakfast with the rest of the school (starting at 7:30 and ending at 7:55).  If they don’t go to breakfast they can go to recess.  Students eating breakfast will join the morning recess after they have finished.

Lunch

Lunch is at cost this school year.  If you qualify for Free and Reduced Lunch please fill out the paper work through the school. 

Drop Your Child Off/Picking Your Child Up
Your child can be dropped off and picked up on 5th street if they do not ride a bus.  If you are picking up your child after school, please stand in a spot where the teacher can see you so they know who is picking up your child.  
Dismissal

If there are changes in your child’s pick-up schedule please notify the office.  If there is a daily change it will need to be made with the office prior to 2:30.
Emergency Information
Children will only be released to those person(s) designated on the form that is filed in the office.  If any change needs to be made please contact the office or your child’s teacher.
Homework

READING is the BEST thing you could do with your kindergartener! Someone older reading to them or, as they learn, the kindergartener reading to you!  (20 minutes is ideal!)  Occasionally there is a math or reading homework sheet that will be sent home in the folder.  They will be coming home with homework bags daily.  Checking in with your child on how well they know this information gives you an insight on what they are working on at school and how they’re doing with it.  If your child struggles, they would benefit with your one-on-one help.   
Snack 
The kindergarten classes have afternoon milk and snack break.  You’ll be notified when our snack supply is getting low.  Our school may qualify for the fruit and vegetable grant again.  This means that a fruit or vegetable will be offered to your child two days a week to try.
Recess
Due to the possibility of loss and damage, toys should NOT be brought to school for recess or anytime.  Flip-flops are not allowed on the playground.  You’re welcomed to keep a pair of tennis shoes (and socks) at school or in your child’s backpack when needed.  
Birthdays
Parents may send treats in with their child to share with classmates during snack on their birthday.  If your child has a birthday on the weekend or a summer birthday we’ll find a time to celebrate that is closest to your child’s birthday!
Quiet Time
We begin kindergarten with a quiet time following lunch and recess.  We phase out quiet time around Thanksgiving.  Kindergarteners are welcomed to bring in a small stuffed animal if they wish to help them rest.  No blankets or pillows please; we simply do not have room for them.
Shoes

Students ALWAYS need tennis shoes for recess and Physical Education.  Please keep a pair of tennis shoes at school if your child does not consistently wear them or if it helps you out during the winter months.
Labeling
All coats, winter items, sweatshirts, backpacks, lunches and anything you want to come home should be labeled clearly with your child’s name.  Many children do not remember what they brought to school.  Often we see items that match another child’s things, such as boots and black snow pants.  Please help them by labeling their items!
Book Orders
Book orders will be sent home once a month.  Our school has been renewed for the Book Trust program!  This is AmAzInG news!!!  Book Trust is a non-profit organization that allows children from low-income families choose and own their own books.  Our district qualifies and that means ALL students will be able to choose books every throughout the school year!  You may order more books if you wish!  More information to come!
Yellow Folders
Students in kindergarten use a yellow Cornell School folder.  The folder helps students to be as organized as possible.  It is a great way for us to have daily communication!  Inside the folder on the “school” side is a monthly school calendar and a communication log.   Parents need to check the folder and initial the communication log each night!  Please remove all completed papers on the “home” side and return any papers that are on the “school” side.  New Cornell School folders can be purchased for $2 if an old one falls apart or is lost.
Communication Log

On the communication log you will find the reading homework goal, boxes where parents put their initials and a place for parent/teacher comments.  Please write the titles of the books you read with your child each night that you read.  Feel free to add any questions or comments you may have!  

Class Tag

We will also use Class Tag as a source of communication with parents.  Class Tag is a simple parent-teacher communication tool where we can send a message and it will be delivered to you by text or to your e-mail.  We hope you enjoy it also!

Kindergarten Curriculum:
Reading/Language Arts
In CKLA, your child will be immersed in the following topics throughout the year and will engage in a wide range of speaking and listening, writing, and reading activities on these topics.

· Nursery Rhymes and Fables

· The Five Senses

· Stories

· Plants

· Farms

· Native Americans

· Kings and Queens

· Seasons and Weather

· Columbus and the Pilgrims

· Colonial Towns and Townspeople

· Taking Care of the Earth

· Presidents and American Symbols

Math

The curriculum we use for math is Investigations. Our curriculum units in Investigations include:
· Counting People, Sorting Buttons
· Make a Shape, Fill a Hexagon

· Build a Block, Build a Wall

· How Many Now?

· Ten Frames and Teen Numbers

· Counting Quantities, Comparing Lengths
· Collect, Count, and Measure

· How Many Noses?  How Many Eyes?
